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This volume is not an exhibition catalogue, ; it is a draft which brings together 
most if not all the elements of an updated project for the exhibition (and 
its catalogue) of The first photographs of Taiwan Island, Formosa, by John 
Thomson, in April 1871. 


The exhibition will take place at «Maison de la Chine» Gallery, place st- 


Sulpice, Paris, from mid-septembre to mid-November 2015. 


We hope that, about the same time, or slightly earlier, it would also take place 


in Taipei, at the Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines. 


Then, hopefully, this exhibition would travel all over Taiwan island, to 
eventually find its permanent accommodation in Southern Taiwan, in one of the 


locations where Dr Maxwell brought his friend John Thomson in year 1871. 
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This is a description of a compact, easy to transport installation : 


an exhibition of 


x58 prints (A3 format depending upon the overall image proportions), 
framed 
[modern digital prints, by Michael Gray, taken from John Thomson's glass plate 


negatives, as no original XIXth Century prints survived] 


together with 
a few related old maps (of the same period as the photos) 


plus a bilingual sketch of John Thomson itinerary, 

* 33 (original) framed illustrations (Year 1875), 

* All original English texts by J. Thomson describing his trip in Taiwan 
, translated into Chinese language, under the direction of René Viénet, 


by Yen HsiangJu, Yeh LingFang, Huang ShihHan, Vera Su. 
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This exhibition has been possible thanks to the cooperation of 


WELLCOME LIBRARY 


London, which preserves the all known glass negatives by John Thomson, 


& its chief curator for prints & images, 


William Schupbach 


Michael Gray 


the well-known European expert on History of photography and History 
of photography techniques, previously Curator of the Talbot Museum, who 
has remastered the scans for the original glass negatives, and processed 


the modern digital prints 


René Viénet 


who has collected and researched many aspects of John Thomson 
photographies of China, the related woodcuts, and commissioned all scans, 


all modern digital prints, and translation of texts 


You Yung-fu 


has helped to identify all sites of John Thomson photographies of Taiwan 
island, and has been a most reliable and friendly and erudite guide on the 


footsteps of John Thomson 
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John Thomson is 


- one of the most famous XIXth Century photographer, 
- and a pioneer of photography in China. 


500 of his China glass negatives have been preserved. 


Recently (June-August 2014), Macao Museum exhibited x220 original collotypes of 
John Thomson China photos (Over 100,000 visitors in 3. months). 


These collotypes in 96 framed plates will be exhibited at Fondation Taylor, during 
the «Paris Month of photography», in November 2015. 


Books by and about John Thomson will be listed in the exhibition catalogue. To be 


noted that some have been translated in Chinese language : 


"Illustrations of China & its People", 


has been translated and published by GuangXi University Press. This edition shall 
be displayed, but we shall use for our exhibition (and its catalogue) the translation 
in non-simplified characters, commissioned by Editions René Viénet, prepared by 
Yeh LingFang . 


"Ten Years Travels ..." 


has been translated by Yen HsiangJu, commissioned by René Viénet, and is going 
to be published by Macao Government 


"Through China with a camera" (1893) 
has been published in 2001 by the Chinese Photography Society. 
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Until Year 2006, these first photos of Taiwan had never been seen, including in 


Taiwan. 


Practically no XIXth Century prints survived. Just a short series of «contact- 
prints», «albumens» that John Thomson had offered to his French publishers 


for the woodcuts preparation. 


René Viénet in Year 1978 discovered them, and identified them, in the 
archives of French «Société de géographie». This led him the original glass 


negatives preserved in London, at Wellcome Library. 


Then he asked Michal Gray to scan them in high resolution, in order to 


produce modern prints. 


They were first exhibited in Taipei, at an international book fair exhibition, in 
Year 2006, in the French Pavillon managed by the late Frangoise Zylberberg, 
and then viewed by 200,000 visitors. 


Then, again, in Year 2008, at National Taiwan University Library during an 
international conference on John Thomson, organised by Francoise Zylberberg 
on the occasion of his retirement after teaching French language at NTU for 30 


years. 


Then again, in Year 2011 by Taipei Fine Arts Museum, for the 100th 
anniversary of 1911 Revolution and foundation of the Chinese Republic. At 
that time only 20 of these rare images were exhibited. And it took a long 
discussion, almost a fight, for René Viénet to convince the Museum and 
exhbition curators (Sharleen Yu, Chuang Lin) to accept more ... Then there 
were some other ugly incidents to be detailed later on, and elsewhere (Michael 


Gray scans were used in the exhbition catalogue without informing him, etc.) 
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A key feature to be noted 


When John Thomson shot his photographs in China, around 1870, there was no way 


to print photographs in books, nor in magazines. 


So the photographs were sold as albumens to the photographers' clients. 


Or processed as collotypes (see the attached catalogue of the Summer 2014 Macao 


exhibition) 


But the main way to release the images was to let wood-carvers prepare 


«woodcuts». 

This was the case until Year 1893. 

So in the case of Taiwan images by John Thomson, they were first known as 
woodcuts, and these woodcuts - for over thirty years - influenced and shaped the 


understanding of China among westerners. 


We have collected for this exhibition all the known woodcuts of Taiwan, related to 


John Thomson photographs. 
Then, René Viénet retrieved all the original photos as «glass negatives» (no prints 
survived, but those at the French Société de géographie) and «reconciled» them 


together. 


Then as a further «reconciliation», René Viénet did put together all John Thomson's 


texts about Taiwan and have them translated. 
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With the research of Mr You Yung-fu, most of the sites of John Thomson 


photographs have been clearly identified, and visited, several times. 


This volume is not (not yet) an exhibition catalogue. It is just the summary of our 
"proposal for an travelling exhibition" in Taiwan and outside Taiwan. So, there is 


no effort made for page lay-out : 


This is just a crude listing of all the earliest photographs of Southern Taiwan, in 
April 1871, by John Thomson, along the attached itinerary (see map) from TaKow 
(DaGou, presently KaoHsiung) to TaiWanFu (now TaiNan), then to BakSa (MuZha, 


in pinyin romanisation), etc. 


The x58 photographs are listed in the sequence of this itinerary. 


For each photograph, one page, with as many as possible details provided by Mr 


You YungFu, plus the reference n° of our high resolution scans (by Michael Gray), 


Also for the concerned Chinese curators' convenience, we have added 
* Chinese translation of all John Thomson known texts about Taiwan 
* the Year 1875 French edition of one of JT books, because of the woodcuts 


* several maps of the time, that could be also exhibited. 
This exhibition consists primarily in 
* 58 framed photographs (frame dimensions : 62.5 x 42.5 cm) 


* 30 framed woodcuts (frame dimensions : 42.5 x 32.5 cm) 
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We will add 


* large dimensions prints for some of the photographs, 


* some of the maps, in large dimensions prints. 


For any question, please contact 


Vera Su 


vera.su@me.com 
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Sketch Map of the 
ISLAND or FORMOSA 


to illustrate the Paper by M'RobertSwinhoe (Vice-Consul) 


English Miles 


20 30 40 50 


Note. ‘ 
The coast trom Kok--si-kon to Ta-kau-kon has been inserted — 
from a partial Survey by MTRichards,Master,R.Nin1655-As itis 
uncertain how far this correction extends, the coast north: 
is left according to the tormer imperfect Charts. 
The Arrows indicate the # 
direction of the Currents. 
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Published for the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society by J. Murray, Albemarle Street, London,1864. 
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Reference 


The island of Formosa forms one Department of the Chinese province of Fuh-kien. 

The department city or Capital of the island is Tai-wan-foo marked thus Hl 

District cities & other populous important towns are marked thus © 

Villages or small towns of which only a few can be given, are without regard to size marked thus O 
Mission stations are distinguished by a cross surmounting the city or village thus Me) 


The western portion of the island coloured yellow is inhabitated for the most part by Chinese who speak the lan- 
guage of Amoy or the opposite mainland of China 


The Eastern portion of the island coloured green is inhabited almost wholly by scattered Aboriginal tribes, 
which are allied to the Malayan race, & speak a variety of Malayan dialects 


The population of the island is estimated to be about three millions. 


Within the Chinese inhabited territory there are many scattered village of Aborigines who are civilixed & under 
Chinese government by Mandarins Mission stations among them are marked by an underline if green colour 


Two Presbyterian Mission are the Protestant agencies at work in the island, the English Presbyterian mission 
planted in 1865 & working in the south & centre of the island, and the Canadian Presbyterian working in the 
north of the island. 
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In 1978, René Viénet and Bernard Marbot identified 100 original photographs by 
John Thomson in the archives of the French Geographical Society. Although most 
were somewhat faded at least a dozen were amongst the earliest known surviving 


photographs of Formosa. 


Viénet embarked upon a project to reconcile a series of wood engravings printed 
and published in XIXth Century newspapers - with John Thomson's original glass 
negatives held in the archives of the Wellcome Library, London. All were drawn 
from a larger body of work of some 600 Thomson images, taken during the course 
of several expeditions he made to many Chinese cities from his base in Hong Kong. 
John Thomson's detailed accounts covering his ten year formal sojourn in the Far 


East have just been recently translated into Chinese language. 


Among these precious collection of photographs, 50 were taken in Southern Taiwan 
in April 1871. The images presented here are not original albumen prints; none are 
known to survive as a complete set - all have been re-printed as modern digital 
quadtone pigment prints prepared by Michael Gray (from 16 bit HD files taken 


from the photographer's original wet-collodion glass plates). 


John Thomson travelled from Ta-kow to Tai-wan-foo and then higher in the 
mountain up to Liu-kuei-li and the Tsao-shan «Moon World». And backed to Mu- 
cha: he transported his heavy photographic equipment with the help of his Scottish 
friend Dr James Laidlaw Maxwell, who had recently established Presbyterian 
churches in Southern Formosa and organized medical and missionary work among 
the local Pe-po-huans. Only 52 glass negative plates remain as a visual record of 
Thomson's journey, and are held in the archives of the Wellcome Trust Library, 


London. 
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John Thomson, Amoy, FuJian province, China. 1869. HoNan soldiers. 
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Entrée du port de Ta-kao. — Dessin de Th. Weber. 
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Ta-kao. — Dessin de Th. Weber. 


236 


TW 16 


TT Fi He 8 


View of Ta-kow|/DaGou)| harbour, Formosa. 
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View of Ta-kow|DaGou| harbour, Formosa. 1871 
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Port de Ta-kao, — Dessin de J. Moynet. 
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Ta-kow|DaGou] harbour, Formosa. 
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Rock at the foot of Ape's Hill. 
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of Travel in Formosa. Bye 47) yp? Al EIR AY : [Rock at the Foot of Ape's Hill. | 
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Lagoon Formosa, Ta-kow|DaGoul}. 
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Bamboo boat Ta-kow|DaGou|, Formosa. 
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Surf boat, Formosa, with tub. Formosa. 
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Pécheurs & Ta-kao. — Dessin de Th. Weber. 
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Fishing in the surf, Formosa. 
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The LongYan tree and native well. 
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BRENNA LHARES RAIN? BARBER SA MRA SBH WRT 
By) eS mes a eS BARWLK WRN KERERAREA 
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Banyan with exposed roots, Formosa. 
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Fort de Zélandia. — Dessin de H. Clerget. 
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Fort Zelandia, Formosa. 
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Fort Zelandia, Formosa. 
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Taiwan-Foo|Present day TaiNan| 
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Bullock wagon, Formosa. 
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Castor-oil plant, Formosa. 
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Poah-be|PaMa|} chapel, Formosa. 
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Near Kong-a-nah|GangZaiLin|, Formosa. 
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Bak-sa|/MuZha| chapel and group, Formosa. 
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Young and old Bak-sa|MuZha| women, Formosa. 
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— Dessin de D. Maillart. 


ans. 


emme et enfant pepoho 


F 


= oe 


AN Hilt BE 5b 9% FY ph se BB Ee 


A mother and child in morning dress Bak-sa|/MuZhal. 
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A Bak-salMuZhal|woman with-child,Formosa. 
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Pepohoan female, Bak-sa|MuZhal, age 30 years. 
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Pepohoan female, Bak-sa|MuZhal, age 30 years. 
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29 BS BET AY ACAI OP Si Be 


Pepohoan female head dress, Bak-sa|MuZha|. 
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Pepohoan girl, Bak-sa|MuZha), 20 years old. 
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Pepohoan male, age 36 years, Bak-sa 
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Pepohoan Bak-sa|MuZha) male age 36 years. 
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Jeune fille pepohoane. — Dessin de P. Fritel. 
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Garb, A Bak-sa|MuZha| girl. 
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Pd fi ACH oe, 
Bak-sa;MuZha| Women. 
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Pepohoans. — Dessin de P. Fritel. 
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Natives of Bak-sa|MuZha]. 
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Chasseurs montagnards. — Dessin de 1, Maillart. 
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A native hunting party, Bak-sa|/MuZha}. 1871 
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Native hunters, 


Formosa. 
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ACHAEA Bi 
Pepohoan house, Bak-sa|MuZha]. 
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Serpents de Formose (yoy. p. 231), — Dessin de Riou, 
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The Seh-luk-pau or yellow bamboo snake, most deadly. 
A greal hana rock at Bak-sa|MuZha|, Formosa. 
With two deadly snakes common to the place. 
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AN FM iste BE TT 


Seh-luk-pau or yellow bamboo snake, most deadly. 
A great hanging rock at Ba-sa|MuZha], Formosa. 
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Gorge dans la montagne (voy, p. 230). — Dessin de Riou. 
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A mountain stream between Lau-long| LaoNong| and Ka-san-po|JiaXianPul]. 
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A fishing party near Lau-long|LaoNong| 
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Pécheurs pepohoans. — Dessin de F, Bassot. 
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Natives of Formosa. 
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A fishing party near Lau-long|LaoNong). 
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ee (RINNE ZO) RA > MEA EAR > et 
ZR AAR FMR ABEL Ye RRA E? RRAKS- HER 
ARES HRSG Ey EAT AWN 17 SEAT Hong AA RA EH? 
BAZB A BBN A SL Boon? ERE [EB] MRAM E A iT > BEE 
BE BT HR BN OY we OP I] LE 2K 


FR Jer 2 — ok — AB BY iy ti FP SR EP A zs ts Eo BT — BOK 
te > | FLAN ze te te BC 7) — he aT 
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Lit de la riviare de La-lung pendant la saison stche, — Dessin de J. Moynet. 
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49 


EZRA 
Lau-long/LaoNong| valley 

TW 11 
7 Sie 2SRBA 


ARRAN SRE? AGA PRIA SARE Farhi ° ale Bi WAR 
Roc IEP RUA EL RR AK Waa ML) Ree ARG 
Wl  RRa PRA ee? AAA Se Sete > ae UAB BBY SE BR 
WR? MIT RAE HARD WH RET TRARARA AT Cs Al aR 
Re) TA 1A SRE] Raa? KARA ORM BA? TT RR UARA 
ae 


RBM RRNA AB AA ZH > WHIM PR PARRA R EW 
BiURRAS TEAL MMP RK WARM ERURK: Realy 
Bi aca JE Aye Hy BLIGH eo Ri fii AAG ASR MY > AK oh 
Be HH EN a LL J > RTL FE IR IE INR oN A So OT Ble? > BTR 
ReeuAsy > <BnR EN BEAR e 
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Bords de la riviére de La-lung. — Dessin de F. Sorrieu. 
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50 


Ele RTT ARIK ES BE LL 
Forest covered hills east of Lau-long| LaoNong| 


TW 10 
7 ie fe Se BSAA 


(ZR R ARM SNe) RR IR PRS S AM Le > 2 Tce bb) 
RQ a lL ao Bl > Ee EA RR IPR 


RR > gap A ee be Le PRA RRRA NR 
7K? HR ASR KER AMEE PURE T ARIE MAR AMR EN 
ail > AS) 6 ma NRK > BARRA KE MSO RZ-BLBl s aK 
RR WAS lw RGR AR > BE BIKA RAIL AR AM? 
LRHEAM FRE Boley Muse RRKAL TN REE 
ii ET HR 


(ZRRARAME SNe) BR ISRRAI MRR RSME eRe 
Hl > 2B > ZIODARUA 
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ERIOR OF FORMOSA 


INT 


VILLAGE, 


G 


LALUN 
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42 jf Hong -kos RIE 


Hong-kos house, Lau-long| LaoNong| 


TW 44 
FC i ke SH je BE 
tee BEB BE hy hE sphere area eam LA = AH 


BE 
AGOGO CREASE BSR eR 
Ree? REMERA REY > MAS WR > mA IEN BR at To 


AT Mii? RAPA HN? RA KREEA s HAR OL? x 
LA th w= | EMMA RR RMS et Pee 
HHS — Be BUR Fe UH ee FL i a KOR TR > BRC A LAE AH 
Mi > (01 SIP CMR KR MURA RPR> — PR? ZEVR 
RN RIE = > BRAUN AMR TRESS ! 


FQ te EEL po > is SES A Le > IE edt aT AL ° 
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Hutte de Pepohoans. — Dessin de F. Bassot. ae 
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52 
SE Tee WY OF TS a 
Old Pepohoan women Lau-long|LaoNong| 
TW 35 


7S i le eB 


RR BR Hon HEF E BN A-ARWR BRERA RL) LR? 
FACT a AK AE EL feo 


Fé By BK PR RR GAN NL er > Ae 2 eee > RABY AOA LO TRA > 
ES 5 213 4 SMART Se: 4 
fi 6 Ht > AFH tA YT RB > ie ead 
BN Bl 6 Bic a HY aK Te") 2 He > tL eA A A 
a SRPSWMER > Bway ene bx 

ni | 


Bl te TR EE > BIW AAC eH > PAIL AME Be 


Be 


a4] 
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te Goona AM 


Goona and his sisters, Lau-long| LaoNong| 


TW 45 
7 at, eS eB 


[EIR Goona MH HK] RR > REN RATT RT 8 RTT AT AV 

Rs SER TET BEM ” HRT A a eT BS EE eo RAT 
BN TAR] OC TR) ) > RRRRKAN ITA RAR LAN ATK A 
DL LE a BR UR RZ ZN AR RAGE 


Be 2A 2 Hong fi HY) OF Gonna» DL SB A a 
RHR: Le PRS ERA BSA BBA oh IE 
7a eh BB CAAA | os 1A» Goone SABE EAH ACHR 
BAL. SR AS AE ERR ER OR 
BME EE: PHBL EMER ZRERATER 


v 
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54 


7S Sl HR AOR BA TT 8 


La-ko-li valley, looking south-east. 
TW 04 


7S 3, le 7S a, B Je hy 


EHE HY (KREBRAR BARE) RAR SM? LENE BHI Few) 
HRZA MAM WRERKE EWR CMH SER AN Ja hl Sly > 
Fy LL A RZ ARIA AAs PR? ta a HE ik 4TH I aE Sax FAT IE 


Ro a lle > BU NB AR RR AME > AP RAR 
ew CARS) o PRM E> he PRK R 2 RRWS oR? Ale 
WMeERc ay IKEA) ISR) PREM URe BA Lee 
AT RAR AR CSE > FO ART EZ? ET BL 


= Al, 2 
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Vue prise 4 Lakoli. — Dessin de J. Moynet. 


55 
TS Wt FAIR FR AG TT 
La-ko-li valley, looking North-east 
TW 04 (BS C17) 
7S ae 7S a, B Je 
[Nm BRERA R ELI RA RURRR A CMR > PHP RARE 


FAVE SER T> EP IRE EG J. Moynce APM © 


SH TwWAri aA (arbi) opm [Hp och (Ra) DEE TA 
Ril) oni (SR) ore (ABER) OREM BERR » 
AS he > EAL HE 


NBR RA Re) BIN EROR HBL RAR ae EX 
BE HA Cail) BRR RHR T SER EN 77 TA 


2 1d3 
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56 


Hl FAM AY RE APA Teng-Tsai #2 B5 HMI NR 


Stream near Pang-liau|/FangLiao|, with Teng-Tsai our guide. 


TW 31 
12 AK Vie 1 


Ya $8 te — Ge | BL APTN Re PEE Teng Tsai 7 7 EP N/R | PR > RR 
4P 0 et 0 Fe ER ASIN ERR eT Se 
TE? “BRAS RHGRERDBE-7 AoW MEZA? MRAKRRE 
AY aR BL PKR SIM TREY KZ RR RR CR TH 
eye? Ry Ae ee TA aR > EP A A EF AL So 


Bist > ze Ay T RM BH Teng-Tsai — i ar BA Be AT > Ya He BFR) Ay Teng-Tsai TH TF J EAR 
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D7 


RE > BSED 


Khea lang, Formosa, the murderer's dwelling. 
TW O3 
AY 7K [ie 72 ek EE Be PY Ue a a ae 


BREE PNGUES) > PRAM AR E> RR SMM EES 
BLE AHR) me BARR) MB MBAR RRS > OH 
Bek > SPIER NUR > USWA R AH WBR 
HB ° 


OR AR HE a OR a > RE LL RE Z| te Hh et J — ik 
TRIES >? FE RMAES EPR > REF BI — Al RIP ERR ER OC 
HA fe SI ° (EAR SG AR > TRA eR Po Z| OR Re 
eb ME GX TEL 1 KBR A AE KZ oo RMB) > RABE AWA BERR 
Hie Be EET NRASREBARAL AH FEEHABW—E 
fe RPA a Fh a ee BK ta» A HE EEN 
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Ba WE > ai i > A JESS > EIR Sp ok OR 
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Hutte d'un montagnard de Formose. — Dessin de Taylor. 
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Le mont Morisson. — Dessin de J. Moynet. 
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1871 4M A> Aw: wee 
EMMI BIE ZR WERK EAN EE 
BP Yea mT ee 


UG we a th ERE 
fer BURY UE Fe Hy BE HA TY I 
(Yera saa e J 


Bott Te BA Be BA a RJ 


VEE te 
[> $k we aE | 


DAB eo Ba (PH AT te GE RY te = fe PC BE 
EAS HF Be + oR BA ee RR EE 
fo Fe BEEN Ml) des BY A OC 


John Thomson wrote about his South Taiwan itinerary 
on three different opportunities 


" 


* In the " Royal geographic Society Bulletin 


i 2 " 


*In his " memoires ": " Zen years Travels ..." 


* In the four volumes of his collotypes plates 


" 


"[llustrations of China and its people ". 


We here-after offer the full Chinese translation of these three texts 
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#54 


bb 


bos WEE Ped eb PSE I 7 i BK 


DAR Fe SN FA BZ Tig BY Fa BE ac eZ — 5 De EE RA A, EA Ce BC 0 
(Fin, DA Sefer SH Jee eA Ts AY TE ES AL 


—J\E—- FEA, Exte Ra HES Be EUS AER, eA tina Te BRT EA YD Sie | 
PE Fe JEL PY) ERC ANY CE FBC BE IF 7 4 ST BAD PE By] id So 5 YA TS IEE YD 
PA MBAY ET TPES. Hino) BAA LL We Bee ve Hie = BE — BSE, HI 1 RE — JR 2 A 
RF PRE TT IV HE HD UE BY 7k Ge BE, AIK RR PRE fp 8 
ie FEA BAIR HR Se BY ST, A AK BI Se ZEA EVES a HE, 
We TE AB RS Se Pe E/E, a, FR TABI Here EK, fhe CF a 
BE LR BA ee ES i, FEL PR SE AE, BA a Ee Ted FY 
HE AE. hea MEY a eK acer, FT a Pe TA ed Oe, PE ak BR aE, 
FS) sie J AE a A TH Hn IF SS A 14 Fl — ke 3 SR ST TT, 7A a — fi HE, A I 
HE DA ESR AND ie fe Ss — RYDE, WR ASE SS ER BR) EK Pt, DA I 
PEER AY) FSR ot, ek A BIB fod YY REE ok ek AB FA 


—F SRR AI, SAR AS LL (Gre , Agta HELE S— TF ie He. Ja HE 
Jee He EN) His IR AS es, RE ek ae LZ, 7A EN PS J Dk FEL A 1 
WKH, Ex ack i SU BF ve fay, BEM Ce a Jed B,C et Ee EY JY ee EH, 
DAB RR/ BY Bit at. HE se BEL, CRY A — Se peed Ha eS FT So Hs HSB 
HEL Exe JE Rd 7 NEB LE (28 HH, A he ES Dek, 
FE VE A Bia HE i Baz, ie SUE 8 Pd iin HY — Se ti PA i HP IR RD Eo FT 
Hey ABT A — Fas Cat BY Sb BRA Se 7% BEE ES HELD 2 L,I AR HE eK se TH 7K LP 7 
PORTE URE EY) BS BETA BEL PITT Bo TAN HR AL NS AY Pain, TEC OD BY Yel AR ELE Be 
MERZ HEL. FEE Teh ter BLA atta Tad, es AR PY YE ER AAS BY GE, 
Fey EE AUT) A A LAE A, CSE far 2B) BY AH 
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4s BR ES 12 PE APY EY 2 eG FRSA RE, ee ST FY BE a, 
Per LA od Er Ht, FT a eR et AE CY FT Hd Pe AY JER a ee AY) 
PABA, GRAIN, HEFT FE ok A EY RE, AY HE JE 
BAER ARGUE, (RR DiC AR SK a PA SS] QR a PS De oY a i, eB et 
AR RR BI) BAYS HE 


FT 7A) HE EEE a A RE. BETA, AE, DRA, PA NT, AS 
Bly ERIN Ee PAIR. AB ZR. OK. CELA AE BI) Ha. 16 
AL. BEAR A ese. TPE Sr Se on, BULA RV ee ABR AY 
OS4K | PAN: ES BAY AR EE BY BS, (EEN, TR 
Bot nel AR (PT Bo ek HE AC BY Op a AB SR ee FS BB PAY BB 
FL, ARP BB FH He Bd BC BCS, DAS AE BS ATA EY fe BB VD ey RY TRG 
bie, WA EBT. 


Fx EPA PS A BE: BR HE 2 ag AE — Te] ES ST A Fs HT BB YD he J 
BOR ABR BARRE oD BCE, AL Sh S15? ST ke ld tT 3) 
YSZ Vead SD re Ec HY RSPR IS ES is, {ee SIA (IR Ee AB 
HELE) 7 8 7A HE a VT 8G eee FH J AUR PS AIR & HR ES PT EE — ES , Fa 
Eee SL — TL, 7 Eek MIA 5 I EB 3 Set HET The 
AB UE FETT BE, PAAR Ri BY YS BE DA i A TE Fe TEE 
ACHES WE TR Be, BOP CE PAGE I (GB TEES) ES IN i AE, a WE hd BTR 
TN 7S =F FE fat BAEZ, (TE MAI EE, AE RAE. 


AS Hae Are Bad APY 8 AD SOS, PA THD GUE ce ABB Doe Red YEE 1 YY cp BL, NN 
PO = Eis se, 8808 aS FY il HE Ee a BET AY GE, ft Se SE A TEE AC TSE 
FRUEE (GPa 72 Teles AE ea PES, EE ed JA A led — EY fed 
fad Pai. set {IAT AA Bel vi tats 9) PST eS, BO ee BT AE i RF Dek, 
EAR ELS 2 HD, at BS AUR EE ES SEY SEY Bod DRE ta IF 
Bh ASC TAETS, (EL ce Fd Jd Ped ES) 7) SB AEF as WE, TE Ht eo ZS CE SE 
FOR aa ae 


te BE VD EY St AB — — Se et ce (As, Pee Bee et AT. AN Ll 
FRM, HAA Ar YF ed SL Bed, 7 AY fe a A 1b EP ES JS os, 
FRC GEE Wed Se ELS, DA Se Eee nis = teat A rs AT AK AY ee fied ZS el. FEED, A ik FB) 
OH, PS 5 (ILA eB AE, SCE iB er TR PRT EY ST PP 7 Bid ee SR AY The LY, 
— TEE EEE ETT BERR Po 


ffs BTA > ed aS et {TAT SH Tn BY Jo BR SE Be oe EAS A, ea Jee PE 
We it oS AY eA, AEA 2S i DLS OR HT AE ER BY 0 
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FQ ALS HE BS EEA + — ABE SSS, BS ET, TM FB 
{EYEE FEAR YS, FE HE ie 52 EHR A LL Mk Be I A EB PH, 
AF) 47 88 — Fre PEE SESE Disk, ORD PB i eS BE, Jd Be Be BS 
AAR BY. BGS Ae, POE A rime, BPA, fess RAT A 
Te AA LUA. TEA LE BK Fe ie eK, AAR Bll HE Ly fle, PA A AB 
PEE PE Dak NC APT el) A YL Ta PT CY EE ZS RIG, fe ee 
(ee HL Fp ec AY Pe ES ER APs ZS HB LL 2 TD ee: eB 
Bil Kt, A Ree PA a, Ai ie Pea RR AY AS HE, TSE 
TE Hiei PB VD I BUY 5 SLL FR SR i PE A, SEAR CE HY BA eS te 
KYA. 


LL ek fs fat eH, Re He A, TE a AAR A ill, EE 
Je Whey in Pe PY A, FT De eee a TY bi EAT, AS I i 
Ar? Pe Hed SS FEN {0 we A ed ES SY eH SARE GS Fe A ER aS, CH tt ce a 
PELE Fs (ER acto EAP a set BU AS D re FRE AY iz AGEL, DAT Ge a TD, it TBH I 
Wyle Hee Eve PE, eK iA ZK. BU Et RY 
TNS (pee Pa 7c ED) A, je Hl ce AE at AY AR A RR 288 of Hal 
BIS HE TS aE, ALAS ME REN ERA API 


“FF TBR EW CHA eet eA BLDG RE AEA, AS Bd Sai Hb (LL a 
teu, APH IC EAS. AEE AS Te LL EB YS 7 Se ee, RT DT, RN HY 
FSR i SES RAE, BAAR ce ER RR PB YS TAD 77 a BE a ER, (RAY HE 
we HD 26 BU EAB I] LL Mt FT BAC 


BA HE — Fa i BE SI NATE CAS HE, DTS = 
iE) , ACAI ECS a) PB EY BS ei EL os 2 ted BG TEAL To BAY 
FEF in ed FE ACT, EX FE AL fa EERE A EE Lo 
tay ate, MAS ke Be Gk IIB Te EBABY LUA ETA, Hea. 16 
AE STE Dat AR HELL ce 3 NB o_o, J Y LLB K ARN Her, 
TP id Sat Dik Er Ie AN AR 2 YY LL Ea Bik AB AS A I Ee, LR 
PE ES (i AT ER HAN) a I, Be Hi SAA AY. TEAK Her BT Ae 
TMD esd, a RIE CR ae: FSS AR A BY a: EE ALY 0 Wi ot EP LE EC CE RTE 
47 FY ake Se TRG, AE — SE Be AR lt BY ME CEE 5 ae SR AR EE) HF A EE ihe Ea, DAA 
5 25 WG Eo BA PEE iE A ie SS, BSC PA, 8 ee TT ZF LL 


KAS, BA 7a EP NN BY FLL SFPD SBS SE 
FEAR Br ETP BY Bea ST LS EG A 7 ATE ASA ES Ba Te AG ES a A BLT 
FAC he HA Ae SE APY iit 0 tS, EE BY BR, ASTI, FE KAN FEBS MR, 
{UE 175 Fie Feed Cy Ete BFL PANY BR TAY 28 | APB EY 75 7 AB Te BR EL tik Ge HE 
EHH TER AY DEK Se PR LADS BA, BLU) Sa ET a AB, A ee HE OF ce i RAE — 
HB at, CE AHP Ne AL, 152 EE Ad BG Ht, DS Te YA es OY 
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Fy hee FETE PY Eee CE BS MRD Fire aes 1, ECE EG PS ee SH Bd, 1 
we PE — ES HY Po BAP Ea AR 2 EK CS PY Ys: PEAY) 
TASK, ZF EE Be A Meg Ms SO a, ETA MG EMR 5 8 ET FY BP 
May DA — a IE A HI. FBS AR oe AB TL, BT Be KT BK HA AY 
ae FARE ES, ATE QA a UE Be hE BA ESE a BE Bz TY FA Se, (EE Sed 
fe Bo A SE EME Dial AA et RA, A ae BE fe BR AS, 4A FE — EE 
HEAR BSR PAY ORE, xe ee — BE IGE 6S ee HAW, EER HR, tet HE 
WWW EN) Hs EBA, A RT Be BE TE SRY I SB, EU MQ 
Ba. FE RAL a AA act, ATELIER AB) oD ST BT Re NEY SE, SAY 8 
“Er CBE HH eas CE 2 Se ja (TA HE eek Aa 7g hk FRA A TBE | IT Be A 
W, ABSA AY AR EB, EM 2 ACF RR RR RE a 7 To — EE 
FTE ARS FE, FDA PR I SL, ne PP IK BB SR, Es 
AB AO UIA RL. a Whi A BELTS tee, ER MARES EL, ETE 2 Fe 
Je] Ve] Ase NEL ARO JER PE PT, PREP ce a 7TH sR ER BE ri LAR, 
Bae A Ml Fe WEE, AF ce CR RELA. BA Be Se Ae HA 
R, ADU ee TPA, Ges 2 EY, ee LL CBI SLL) 
CR ite FS AIEEE, HET PRR ito FR AA, 5 CE Ete BE 
Rao 


Fa PY LN bh LVR, HRI SLT RR (ERE) PY AR EA Ee ek AY He EA 
SAR Re TF A, PR ETA PR Ae Le, ei SB aE 7k TB RR, AE — 
ERB Fo BOM TEE Fe, EAE, AR 2 EH a WE Gea HEA 
Drea FY A RE AT AY Pees ERE ME, ESR AY PT YA eel eA, A ETT 
AF FAY ts aR AT DA FE i BY He AN ee EX EN), 25 PRN SA) 22 pat PLE AT 
TS LLY HEY) suck PAS LS ses Er AC AK, (ECE Tht Se BY SB DS VR AS He SE SY UR, 
ANF DEB PH EBC AIT A, fe TA RT 28 0 SEF ERY PB TBR 17 25 EE ETE 
HE Fe ONS BY Pe, A re, PO STL, Seth, Tmt EL SS ep DE 2 A AB EER 
LO SIN Ae TS A (U0 AP 08 Sal 2s ee BB 77 POP], POPE FP Sete — J 8 GS a AE 
> EE AE Bet A ick FE AB Sz FE ER TD SPR EE AY 5 a, AS RFS at) Ly BR BS 
HEAR Teak EK bet SCAM FE D2 Bit KR, FRE ER ER AY 22 ROA — MR RL TH SHE, ZAR 
ee OR Dz Teele EH, TE BA ASE Bi BF Wat BEEPS ee CBE Fs ABLE) 
REE, BRR AY CAF tHE AID OS, et RAT BR Be Ee. I ARIE 
EL ade Ec A SH te Le SH SS VY Ee He Pe A, LB EB AN lc Pg EY 
PBC Ly Takk Fei HR A See, AR A ie LE, 2 FI a FR TH a ER 
BLL AOR SE AY LLY a (fin ES i YG AE Ho 


WIR MNT, EA KE RT Se EY AE, FOR HAK, WR EK 
BI AY #8 fA Ro ECAP On FR 1 NE 8 FL CPI, ie He ett 
EN A? BBR ek ISS RAP Z Bt ee — 19 Jee as a ee J, ae SE ABE as ITY 2 EK 
MR—-t. KEH, FEB BY A Ee, Fk RRR eK, TER Hee Be tel 
DRE. FE PAPACY A AV), A BRA RRR TRA ie XK TTAB 
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tN — FZ IR IB HEL SR, AIC BE CE FE FRE EY 177 BEA De Joa) TER at HT) SE 

Ne he RB A, TEED 2K EY AE TET FL, CLs Zoe A PJ OE 

BSL ATA AR Ba FEAR BY Po MN ES AR aE, TELEX HR GE 
ARAL, SA UH EZ BRR RR FAP, ER, ERS ie f— Bash, SE Ae MY 

FHA, FB CITATE, ee eo ASI aK nee BE s TAR ARR KR, I SIU. 
SEES AY 5G BR BR A MUL Sh see — Pr TD Sk ek EY WA SS se Re ACP EY A 
MBEAN, 5 [ee 7 Lad AY sel 


Wa, $a te BMA EA ZS BE — Mal i Be PPE, Ber APY BE Bal 77 ae FL 
SN PA) ss (PE Yes) o FES ECAP Oa ee LL Pak — (TB fc WS FY) Wick A, FBP SE eh 45 A RS A 
FEE EK 7 es TH MR EA AS Vd 4s UE ea ROR ECA Ca SE ER SET Zc FR Se Te Pe BY 
Fe LA Tr SE TK EB rear LL BRAK LA Be TRAY BE SE BC. FE RELIG, TE AS HY TE 
PA Chie EEA, APT ADS wth STR ES Ao HT AE MeN Ee a HH EY BR 
2, BUNA SER Rea a, Chak es RA RD. FE RE LER A 
HEAR RAY Ht, BUM a Bl TAB AIG, ToS GR Rie, Ae ea 
HE Fr, et BL BE EB A SEES  PRAR ET DA Be Ve i SE Hh Ses RF 
AE RELY AL. Ba UE SIS, ae ase FE AE fat ZF, re A Be ad ke HE BL a 
FEAT ES) aE SR AE Suck PA LLY EY Sr ce FA] OA PAA EE SR LY, EAP eS EU) — (TBD 0 ey BY 5 — i 
He LL CH TT AR A TRG AULA AR ad AR, RE CE AS BF) aS 9 POR 2 
JE EL EE] PU a BD, Fa He AY 2 2 8 LAT 1B ASA BLA PT 
A) BS HE Use Ai CE we 77 SE UH AY ei Fe, TEA LA Ze a, 71 
@ Ui ee, TE a BUR A Zo Eile Be SE LL ea 
eA Fo 


Het Ait EB fe i eX, REMUS BAY BR Ze, BI aT LL Um AY A 
HB YS) a — fir TA HB REE Pin FR TARR, — 1 AMER ZA Erik BE RR FE 
BUM EN ZS BS, Fe AA TE TT FA, oR EE, ME RINE, VER, HERA 
TR PI EE FRG 9 HE 0 EK A A te FT, 1 BE SEL, A AA a FE — (1A a, FES EA, 
— AE ALA Ce BAM ik ZZ ae FY TE SA AE AAA 


FASE a si ee 7c, EA a Ae HB, ER ZN Sk EN 
Mh) FEZ, 7S He CE AB ES — BF ZS AB EL CE BR Sr BA Yee a a YA 
PAG Fe Toe, CIR] res A Bi A A BE ek EL] LK EE 
FE SLAY 58 C5 0 Ar HE RE SR WS AB HAY EU, WE a ERR TB, ZR RI 
BS BRA FE BAP EA Dead MEA], Jae ee FAY Ly i eS fh EA BR St BC, RK SR 
FS) one Bade IME ERY LL BS — ARSE A Ee BUD IY se, Hy Bl a Tt 
FAB AY BA SAB ZN fla FLD EE BPS i, a> a EY 9 Lad a ALA 
BMY. APR. BERRA Rt, BET a is a , KER Oe 
Fees FY SR ED eer LL ies A Jac ES BA, Seek ZS JY ss SS A co ATTEN 
FER re AY AEB AEP ee BI, Ce Ep ee AR SB LI EH 
fee AR ARR EY BB, ANE EAR, 5 BOS | aL ft CEN) es SAG Fr Zl BL 
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BG Zi, BUGLE a a — Ht Ma RAS SAE ne TE 2 GBP EAE 
BE fn, FRA ARE HA Bl — 7S Sila FLY 7 Js i PE, a AR YT 
SF GAD bic BB SA FY aN ees, Suet SEY PC FY) fs 2 Fc BR, Ee PRCA EB 
JR PR), site ATP IB Pia lel HE ACC 7 


fE— PR IR RN Ha KE, BOLE EK EY a SE a, DAS ES RT 
FE BY RR AR BC A He ED ACY SE rin, (DARA, fe Re 
ABA JOR BELG SAT 77 EY Je SL HE A Jie AE EE LY ECAP ed 0 8 SU FY) 
BASIC Hy AY Ha ah AK BO (LL 


[er] 2) SS vt te, ERS A Me es BUTT FH), A SHE VR AE Ba AB AY AE oi fae Jee, (24 
er ARF (LAP TE Jase 30 HA, ARE CE FT 3d FH 


Ah 


ETE ES A Pe HE, (A et A CE, EE Ee PEE 
ET Te BY Ach GLAS HEY ce a, BK EY RE, RR 
Ro RE BR it AB Bid TEAK CALS Sp Zc SEBS) es ER we a BAP ae FREY FH, 1 EVE 
ELS, RL Ag TEP I SE EE Pe EN BAP HEE tit FT — IB] EY BT 
al, El] — (el ar Re RE, MBA Ba BADIA, = ERAS EER 
Oe cin“, SE AY Jee] a 7 St 7 eal, TE A 7) at 7 Te FE EE: PER a 
Rea (LAE BCH, ALE) AC is A ce Zac 79 MTB ECA Ay ee SE VT BS to He ae Ae 
PLAC He YD Za, A aR] A PT, Tm ER, JOE Re AY 
PP HE Bh xe TE ae EE aa oh IRR, eB RAM, BOETE ELH TH 
AY aR BUR TABS Ihe oo 5 BRAS BT eg PA IZ A, ABS PE aR AT TAPS 
2a tits BCE ARS Bal] is Tt HS SFB AY 3h DB EB OB 770 


ia 

DAB BC ser BY) wl tt 2 AR AE 5 Baek AE Bk = oC iT re EE EE Sol Sil fe BL 
HR ARS ASIA AY TS, EASA a ZAPATA, IRB SRA EL, Ore 
PA, Eb BR Sie Se aes CH Eo FE A EP EE — Bi TBD AB 25 BH AY it 
A, BAH Ss ABB io ab FAT], A a AY Ze FR 
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Notes of a journey in Southern Formosa. 
By J. Thomson, F.R.G.S 


[Read, March 10, 1873.| 


The following is a brief account of one of a series of journeys through China 
and Chinese territory, extending over a period of two years, and undertaken with the 
object of obtaining a collection of photographs of, and exact information regarding, 


the people and provinces visited. 


I left Amoy, in company with Dr. Maxwell, in the steamer Formosa, on the night 
of April 1, 1871. We passed the Pescadore Island at daybreak on the 2™ and anchored 
off Takow, is approached through a narrow cleft in a bold ridge of rocks that for some 
distance skirt the shore. The channel over the bar is shallow, and can only be passed 
by vessels drawing at the most 12 feet of water. This is a great drawback to the rising 
trade of the place, as the majority of ships visiting the port have to anchor about a mile 
off, and discharge their cargoes in boats, an operation attended with difficulty and 
danger, owing to the heavy surf that rolls in upon the shore. We hired a native boat 
and landed in a sheltered bay in the rocks, as the boat could not make the mouth of 
the harbor. The rocks are of igneous formation, and are built up of a multitude of cell, 
the whole mass appearing to have been suddenly chilled while in a state of ebullition, 
presenting a series of jagged, flint-like edges, difficult to ascend. Many of the cells 
contain a thin layer of sandy soil, supporting a few dwarfed shrubs and grass, and a 


dwarf species of date-palm, producing a fruit that never reaches maturity. 


The sand along the shore is very fine, regular, and of a jet black when wet with 
sea-water. A hill, over a thousand feet in height, known to foreigners as Ape’s Hill, 
rises above the northern extremity of the harbor. It derives its name from the tribe if 
apes that find a home in its rocky heights. They are of unusual size, and, viewed from a 
distance, bear some resemblance to the’’mias,” or orange-outan of Borneo. Among the 
variety of flowering plants on this hill | noticed wild mint and minor convolvulus, with 
a small yellow flower climbing in rich profusion about the rocks and stunted palms. | 
obtained a commanding view of the harbor from Ape’s Hill ; it from a shallow lagoon 
, over 6 miles in length by 2 in breadth ; bounded on the east by a richly-cultivated 
plain, and protected from the sea on the west by an arm of sandy soil which joins the 
rocks at the entrance and sweeps round to the southern extremity in a green belt of 
tropical foliage. The village of Takow, and part of the small foreign settlement, are 
built upon this bank, which appears to have been indebted for its formation to the 
combined action of a river depositing its debris on the one side and to the action of 
the tide and surf building up the land on the other. The river is at the south of the 
harbor ; its deep channel is now nearly dry. During the time of the Dutch occupation 
of Formosa, in the beginning of the seventeenth century, it probably formed an 
important approach inland, as it still bears the name of the Estuary of the Red Haired 


Race, a name commonly given to the early Dutch settlers. 


The western portion of the island has been undergoing recent and rapid physical 
changes. I will be able to show, from what has taken place at Tai-wan-fu, that it is 
perfectly reasonable to suppose that the present harbour of Takow has been formed 


within the last 200 years. The bottom of the harbour of Takow is formed of soft sand 
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and clay, and with the bar might be easily dredged and deepened to form one of the 
finest harbours in the China Sea. Such appliances, however, as dredging-machines, so 
obviously of advantage to the rapidly growing trade of the port, are still in advance of 


Chinese policy. 


The imports of Takow consist of opium, cotton and woollen piece-goods, raw 
cotton, hemp bags, nankeens, and prepared tobacco; and the chief exports, of brown 
and white sugar, sesamum-seeds, rice, sweet potatoes (extensively used as food by the 
natives), ground-nuts, lang-ngans, and turmeric. The increase of the trade of Takow is 
shown in the following quotation from the ‘Customs’ Gazette’ for the quarter ending 
December 1870. The total dues and duties collected during that quarter amounted to 
15,19tls. 9m. 8c. 3c., compared with 4,293tls. 6m. 4c. 5c. for the same period in 1868. 
This enormous increase in trade and the corresponding revenue is mainly due to the 
energy of the foreign traders, although partly to the slightly more liberal policy of the 
Chinese Government and to the rapidly developing resources of the island, which is 


remarkable for its fertility. 


I left for Tai-wan-fu, in company with Dr. Maxwell, on the night of the 4th of 
April. We went on board the Formosa, which started at daylight next morning, and 
anchored 2 miles off the shore at Tai-wan-fu at 8 o’clock. The distance by sea from 
Takow to Tai-wan-fu is 25 miles. The surf was running high when we anchored. We, 
however, determined to land in a native surf-boat or catamaran, composed of a number 
of lengths of bamboo lashed together with ratan, so as to form a raft, to which is 
added a mast and mat sail, There is, also, a wooden tub placed on the raft for the 
accommodation of passengers going ashore; these tubs are never fixed in any way to 
the raft, so that when the raft is upset by a wave., a not unfrequent occurrence, the 
passenger is washed ashore in the tub. Thoroughly wet with the surf, we landed near 
the ruins of Fort Zelandia, a stronghold built by the Dutch in 1633, on an island, to 


protect the inner harbour. 


In the Dutch accounts of Formosa it is stated that Zelandia was an island where 
a spacious haven was formed; and further, that on April 31st, 1661, at break of day, 
Koshinga’s fleet appeared before Taiwan, and ran into the spacious haven between 
Zelandia and Provintia, and anchored between the two forts. The two forts, Zelandia 
and Provintia, are separated by a distance of over three miles; and the haven referred 
to, in which the Chinese invader anchored his fleet, is now a dry, arid plain, over 
which there is a road, and several canals cut to communicate with the old port of Tai- 
wan-fu. A small portion of this plain is still flooded at high water. The water off the 


fort is now so shallow, that vessels have to anchor about miles out. 


Tai-wan-fu, the capital of Formosa, is a walled city of 70,000 inhabitants. The 
walls enclose a space 5 miles in circumference, planted to a great extent with field 
and gardens, and still showing traces of the Dutch occupation in the ruins of Fort 
Provintia, and extensive parks, shaded with fine old trees, and groves of tall bamboo. 
The suburbs are intersected by a multitude of green lanes, having walls of cactus, 
interspersed with the brilliant flowers of the wild fuchsia and clusters of major 
convolvulus, and shaded by hedges of bamboo, which form a pointed arch over the 


path. 


The inhabitants of this part of Southern Formosa are chiefly natives of the 
Fokien province and Hak-has, a hardy race of emigrants from the north of China, who 
are daily carrying their arts and agriculture further into the territory claimed by the 


aborigines. 
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Dr. Maxwell and I left Tai-wan-fu on the 11th of April, on a visit to the 
Pepohoans, the half-civilized tribes of aborigines occupying the hill-country nearest to 
the central mountains. Our journey for the first 10 miles was over a highly-cultivated 
plain, dotted with farms and villages, surrounded with groves of bamboo, bananas, 
and areca palms. Having crossed the plain, we entered a hill-country, from which 
we could see the central range of mountains much more clearly than from the lower 
plain. These mountains are frequently invisible from ships at sea and from the western 
shore, as they are obscured by a veil of fine dust that rises from the plain and from the 
broken and disturbed country upon which we were just entering; at other times they 
are shut out from view by clouds of vapour rising from the land during the wet season. 
Many of the hills over which we had to pass presented bare surfaces of sand, clay, and 
limestone, supporting a scant herbage, suggesting more the idea of mounds of debris 
from a quarry than of the wood-clad hills | had expected to find in Formosa. The heat 
was intense, causing painful blisters on the feet in walking on the hot, baked clay 


surface of the pathway. 


The land, in many places undermined by the mountain torrents, had fallen in, 
in great pits of irregular form. The Hak-kas, who inhabit this broken country, erect 
very temporary dwellings of bamboo, and mud thatched with grass, transferring these 
huts and small farms, from time to time, to suit the shifting nature of the soil, usually 
selecting the bottom of the large pits, where the land, for the time, has found its lowest 
level. We noticed many channels dried and abandoned where rivers had formerly, 
during the wet season, torn their way through the country, depositing, in their course, 
huge rock boulders, affording evidence of the force and power of the torrents by which 
they had been moved. We rested at Pao-bo for the night, distant about 20 miles from 
Tai-wan-fu. This is the nearest settlement of Pepohoans. The villagers turned out en 
masse to meet and welcome the Doctor, who had done much on former occasions to 


relieve their sufferings during sickness. 


The Pepohoans in colour, form of face, and general appearance, resemble 
the Malays, although they seem to be a taller and superior type of the race. The 
vocabularies of the dialects of a number of the Pepohoan and mountain tribes show 
an affinity to the Malay language 8poken in Singapore and Malacca, too striking 
to be the result of trading intercourse. There are differences in the dialects, easily 
accounted for by the division of the aborigines into tribes living apart from each other 


in their mountain hunting grounds. 


We left at daylight on the 11th for Baksa, about 26 miles east of Tai-wan-fu. It 
is, however, a walk of about 10 miles from Poa-be, over a hill country similar to that 
described. We reached Baksa about 10 o’clock, where | obtained photographs of the 
place and types of the Pepohoans. The hills here are higher and more imposing, 
presenting in many places bold crags of limestone. The valleys are highly cultivated 
with rice, sweet potatoes, ground-nuts, and turmeric. Bakea Valley is one of the most 
beautiful sylvan spots in the island. The surrounding hills are well wooded, and the 
farmhouses are environed with groves of bamboo and fruit trees. On the hill to the 
east of Baksa there is a huge mass of limestone, known as the Hanging Bock of Bakes. 
The ascent is over masses of broken rock, composed of hard, flinty cells, and covered 
with luxuriant vegetation. There is a dark cavern beneath the enormous mass of 
limestone which appears to be poised on the hill with a few slender props of limestone. 
The natives who accompanied me, whilst engaged in cutting a trailing vine, narrowly 
escaped being bitten by three deadly-poisonous snakes of a pea-green colour, with 
flat lozenge-shaped heads. We dislodged them from the vine, and killed them before 


proceeding to photograph the rock. 


- 163 - 


Next morning we left for Kasampo, a circuitous walk of 26 miles over hills 
gradually increasing in height. | had hired six Baksa Pepohoans as bearers of my 
instruments and baggage. | thought that this walk would be a severe test of their 
powers of endurance. After the day’s toil, however, they were able to join heartily in 
the amusements of the villagers of Kasampo. Chinese coolies could not have done the 
work. These Pepohoan bearers were remarkable for their cheerfulnees, good- nature, 
and honesty; and these qualities appear to be characteristics of the race, as in their 
villages no precautions are observed against theft. It is only where they have been 
mixed up with the Chinese that they find it expedient to put locks on their doors. 
During the entire journey, my boxes were left open and exposed day and night without 
my losing the value of a cash. We halted to rest at the village of Kamana, about 8 miles 
-ast of Baksa. We had again to cross over a broken, disturbed country, ascending and 
descending pits, of which the photograph will convey some idea. We suffered from want 
of water, as the streams were all dried up. The heat from the midday sun was intense, 
and uninterrupted by the shade of a single tree. The hot reflection from the white 
walls of the clay-pita made the air almost suffocating. Shortly after noon we halted, 
quite exhausted with the ascent of one of these pit walls. Seeking the shade of some 
shrubs we sat down on a rock, dislodging at the same time a nest of chocolate-coloured 
centipedes with bright yellow feet; they were of large size, between two and three 
inches long. We wore too fatigued to move out of their way; fortunately they did not 
sting us. At our next resting-place a noxious shrub was accidentally broken by one of 
our party, and was found to emit a perfectly putrid odour. There is another remarkable 
trailing vine found in this part of the island, called “Ok-gue” by the Chinese. The 
fruit or seed contained in a pod is used, when dry, for making jelly. A small quantity 
of the seed placed in a coarse cotton bag, and allowed to soak in a cup of water, will 
transform the water into a nutritious jelly, having the colour and appearance of calf- 
foot jelly. It may be mentioned, too, that the natives not only grow their tobacco, but 
they grow their tobacco-pipes around their huts, the pipes being formed of the roots 
and young stems of bamboo. Descending a high hill we entered a valley half cultivated 
and half covered with old forest. We were now close to the foot of the central mountain 
chain, and could see the mountains rise range above range, and, above all, the peak 
of Mount Morison, of a deep blue colour. It has an altitude of about 11,000 feet above 
the sea-level. The aspect of the country gradually became more grand and wild as we 


advanced inland. 


We crossed the La-ko-li River to reach the small settlement of Pa-ah-liau. The 
bridge we crossed was simply made of three lengths of bamboo that spanned the 
stream, and were supported by, and fixed to, a pile of boulders on each bank. The 
bridge was raised about 12 feet above the river, so that a slip of the foot in crossing 
would have been serious. We, however, damped our straw sandals to make them more 
pliant, and got over with safety. These primitive bridges are kept in repair by the 
people in the neighborhood, who find the bamboo on the bank, the ratan for lashings 
in the nearest thicket, and the boulders for piers everywhere around. The mountains, 
at the foot of which we were now passing, were clad in forests of gigantic trees, the 
lower hunting-grounds of the savage tribes, who, not content with their advantages, 
make occasional raids upon their loss savage kinsmen of the plains, as a means of 
clearing up old existing feuds. The Pepohoans of Pa-ah-liau have a much more savage 
bearing than those nearer the coast. They are tall, straight of limb, robust, and not so 
dark in complexion. The women had a very striking appearance; they were all smoking 
bamboo pipes ornamented with brass rings, and having a small leathern bag attached 
for holding tobacco. An old lady tried my- cigar, which was handed round the village 
to smoke, and afterwards carefully returned. The women bind up their hair in a sort of 


cable, which they surround with a spiral of red cloth; the whole is then bound round 
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the head to form a natural diadem. The dress is a short, tight-fitting jacket of blue 
calico, and skirt of the same material, with the addition of a bright border of red and 
yellow, falling to the knees, This dress reminded me of what I have seen worn by the 
Laos women in Siam and Cambodia, and also of the coloured woodcuts in Chinese 
books illustrating the dress and habits of the “Miau-tsze” of the mountain regions 
on the mainland The men shave the head as the Chinese do. Their dress consists of a 
short jacket and short trousers of calico. The neighbouring hills are covered with wild 


guava, which grows to great perfection. 


Following the stream, I enjoyed, for the first time in the East, a feast of wild 
raspberries. They were of a large size, and equal in flavour to those of this country. 
A walk of 6 miles from Pa-ah-liau brought us to Kasanpo, where we found rest in a 
native but. The villagers had been engaged in thatching a house, and the owner had 
entertained them with a wine feast. After dark a huge fire was kindled on the clear 
space in front of the hut where we lodged, and where the villagers had assembled to 
have a dance. The old men and women, the children, and a number of long prick-eared 
hunting dogs, sat round the fire. As it blazed up, the red flare sported among the 
quivering leaves of the bamboos and the dark forms of the surrounding palms; while, 
with the fitful flames, the strange figures round the fire would burst into bold relief 
against the black night, and again vanish into impalpable shadows. Wood and reeds 
were piled on until the flames rose high, and with them the spirits of the party. The 
young men and women clearing a space, crossed hands, formed into a crescent, and 
danced to the time of a plaintive minor song; the time becoming faster and faster, and 
with it the feet of the dancers, until the speed became furious, and the figures seemed 
to flit like phantoms through the dust that had risen in a red cloud around them; when 


the song was replaced by savage yells that woke the echoes of the hills. 


Next day our host furnished us with an armed guide to proceed on to La-lung, a 
walk of 11 miles south. The guide thought it necessary to bring another armed friend, 
as we had to go through a dangerous pass in the mountains; he further enjoined us to 
observe strict silence. This part of our journey presented the grandest combination or 
mountain, forest, and river scenery. We were overtaken by an armed party on a fishing 
expedition, who, while we rested, amused themselves by shooting fish in the stream 
with bow and arrow, and by catching fresh-water crabs, which they devoured alive. 
Passing through the forest on the heights above La-lung, we were shown some fine 
specimens of the camphor-tree. We also noticed quantities of ratan, and on a space 
partly clear of underwood, a gigantic lily, standing about 8 feet high, having broad 
bending leaves, and a large cone of pink and white flowers. Above and around the trees 
were pendant with the thick, muscular-looking stems of climbing parasitic plants, 
passing from tree to tree, and forming a chaos like the confusion of ropes on a Chinese 
junk. We had a view o Mount Morison from the highest point of the ridge, where we 
met a Pepohoan, who had crossed the mountain from the other side of the island. He 
had to pay three bullocks as black mail to the tribes inhabiting these regions, for 
which they gau him a safe pass through their territory. He reported the existence of a 
fine harbour at the foot of Mount Morison, on the eastern side of the island, a harbour 
unknown, he said, to foreigners. La-lung is on the right bank of a rapid stream that 
sweeps round the foot of the mountains. This stream during the wet season, which 
begins in May and ends about September, swells into a torrent of about a mile broad, 
forming one of the great outlets for the drainage of the southern mountains. La-lung 


is the nearest settlement to the habitations of the savage tribes of the mountains. 


We rested at La-lung for the night. The son of cur host bad just lost his wife, and 
had gone on a visit to a friendly tribe in the neighbouring mountains to find another. 


Next morning upon descending the bank of the river to obtain a photograph, a large 
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snake reared hi head across our path. I despatched him with a blow across the head 
from my bamboo staff He was about seven or eight feet long; too large to bring away. I 
was anxious to cross the river, but was persuaded not to do so, owing to some existing 
feud, and the fact that a party of hunters had about a month ago killed two men just 


opposite where we stood. 


We started with our guides at 2 o’clock for La-ko-li, about 12 miles south of La- 
lung, where we expected to meet a part of savages who had gone there on a trading 
visit. Our path lay along what, during the wet season, forms the right bank of the river, 
presenting at this time a continuous precipice of 200 feet fronting its dry bed. Here, 
too, one meets with a remarkable combination of attractions in the scenery. At one 
place a mountain stream leaping out of a dark chasm, tumbling and foaming over the 
rocks, and again disappearing in the forest and everywhere around, one was impressed 
with the surpassing grandeur of the mountains, their gigantic forms softened and 
beautified with the luxuriant foliage of evergreen forests; or charmed to find a modest 
world of microscopic beauty in the minutest fissures of the surrounding rocks. La-ko- 
li was now before us, its hedges of cactus enclosing the huts, with their surroundings 
of palm, banana. laungan, and mango trees. It was nearly lark when we reached the 
house where we intended to rest for the night. In front, the house was adorned with 
festoons of boar and stag skulls, bunting trophies. A young man, over 6 feet in height, 
met us at the doorway; he was accompanied by his wife., a woman from a neighbouring 
mountain tribe. He loo6d savage and inhospitable, and referred us to his old father, 
who was smoking opium in an outer hut.. We obtained shelter for the night, after some 
trouble. I had unfortunately to sit up till 1 o’clock, preparing my chemicals for the 
remainder of the journey. The water of La-ho-li is very alkaline; the banks of one or 
two streams were covered with what appeared to be crystals of soda. This occasioned 
inc seine trouble in photographing, until I discovered the cause, and applied an acid 


remedy in Chinese vinegar. 


In the dry beds of one or two streams I observed quantities of slate and shale, 
and indications of the presence of coal, which is now forming an important article 
of commerce in the north of the island, and which in process of time will enable 
Formosa, as a great coal field, to contribute materially to the development and 
progress of the East. The country we passed through on our return route is much the 


same in its physical aspect as that already described. 


After my return to Tai-wan-fu | travelled overland to Takow, with the object of 
penetrating to the savage territory further south. | was, however, stopped at. Takow, as 


the mountain tribes were fighting in the south of the island. 


Religion 


There are now among the Pepohoans over 1,000 Christians, who build their 
own chapels, and who, to some extent, contribute to the support of teachers and 
schools. Their old religion, or fetishism rather, is dying out. It required a great deal of 
persuasion to induce a family in a hut at Kong-a-nah to show us their household god; 
they appeared ashamed of it. We found the strange object of worship in a small, dark 
apartment, stuck in a corner against the mud wall. It looked like a stunted May-pole. 
On the top there was a single stag skull, while a garland of dried grass and flowers 
was twisted round the pole. A small jar of water was placed in front and at the foot of 
the pole. This constituted the goddess. Her spouse was represented on her left by what 
I took to be a child’s chair, made of bamboo. There is, I believe, a priestess employed 
in the rites of worship, as is said to have been the case before the island was ceded 


to the Dutch, when the greatest sins of the aborigines are described as the wearing 
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a silk dress at certain times, the building of houses, the collection of timber, or 
catching of oysters.* “Their religious services consisted then in two acts—in sacrificing 
and praying, which in their temples are performed by priestesses... They place their 
sacrifices before pigs’ and stags’ heads, which are set up in their temples for the 


purpose.” 


Language 


The following vocabularies were chiefly furnished by Dr. Maxwell and the Rey. 
Mr. Ritchie. They serve to show the striking affinity which exists between the dialects 
of the Pepohoans and tribes inhabiting the central mountain range and the Malay 
language, and their closer resemblance still with the languages of the Philippines, 
New Guinea, New Zealand, &c. For the purposes of this paper | will simply extract 
the numerals of one or two tribes, which, with slight differences, are common to the 


whole. 
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Plate XXIV 

A Mountain Pass in the Island of Formosa 
1-24 [51] 
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Plate V 

A Country Road Near Taiwan-fu 
II - 5 [13 - 16] 
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The Natives of Formosa 
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Types of the Pepohoan 
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Bamboo of Baksa, Formosa 
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A MOUNTAIN PASS IN THE ISLAND OF FORMOSA. 


2G UE island of Formosa stretches between 26° and 23° north latitude. It is about 250 miles long, 

a? and has an average breadth of 60 miles. A high mountain range bisects the island from north to 
south, and its peaks may be descried from the mainland when the weather is clear. The place 
is claimed by the Chinese, and is included as a dependency in the government of Fukien, - 
off which province it lies.. The central range of mountains, together with the lower ranges to 
the west, the spurs thrown off to the east, and a great portion of the eastern coast, are 
‘still inhabited by aboriginal and independent tribes. These, in configuration, colour, and language, resemble Malays 
of a superior type. Akin to them are the Pe-po-hoans, who dwell on the low hill lands and plateaux to the west of - 
the central mountain chain. These Pe-po-hoan tribes are partially civilized, supporting themselves by agriculture, 
and being to some extent subject to the Chinese yoke. Outside of these districts, and occupying the fertile plains 
on the west, Chinese planters from the Fukien province are to be found: and intermingled with them are the Hak-kas, 
a hardy, industrious, and adventurous race; who emigrated from the north of the empire. The Hak-ka Chinese 
hold lands nearest to the savage hunting-grounds. They also make alliances with the mountain tribes, and carry 
on trade of barter, exchanging Chinese wares for camphor-wood, horns, hides, ratan, etc. 

The present population of Formosa is probably 3,000,000. The island is growing rapidly in commercial 
importance in consequence of the remarkable fertility of its soil. The cultivation of tea has recently been introduced 
in the northern districts of the island, and is now carried on there with considerable success ; camphor, coal, and timber 
of many valuable'kinds are plentiful, and enormous quantities of sugar and rice are exported to the mainland from 
the south. The great mineral wealth of the island is rather a matter of conjecture, as the central mountain ranges 
remain practically unexplored. 

- The Chinese claim to have found Formosa towards the beginning of the fifteenth century.’ Probably the enter- 
prising discoverer descried it from the mainland about that time. The island, however, did not become of much note 
until it was handed over, in 1614, to the Dutch, and they thereupon built fort Zelandia on an islet off the present 
capital Taiwanfu. This fort was intended to protect an inner harbour, but this has now totally disappeared, and 
an arid plain, uniting the islet to the mainland, is all that at present remains of the harbour. In 1661, Koksinga, 
that celebrated Chinese rover or sea-king, having brought his fleet past the fort into the inner harbour, succeeded 
ultimately in. dislodging the Dutch, took possession of the island, and proclaimed himself king of Taiwan 
(Formosa). The island was afterwards surrendered to the imperial government by Koksinga’s successor, and it 
is only within the past few years, since the opening of the treaty ports, that its-real wealth and resources have 
become known. 

The view of the mountain-pass, taken near La-ko-li, on one of the lower spurs of the central mountains, is intended 
to convey an idea of the grandeur of the scenery which is to be found in the interior of this “ Isla Formosa.” 
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A COUNTRY ROAD NEAR TAIWANFU. 


EFORE I quit Formosa I must afford a glimpse of the sylvan groves round Taiwanfu, the capital, 
as shown in No, 13. In the old forts Zelandia and Provincia, and in the noble parks within the 
city walls, traces of the early Dutch settlers may still be discovered. A tragic history attaches to 
Taiwanfu. It witnessed that fierce struggle which closed with the final expulsion of the Dutch in 
the year 1661, and then on the 11th day of August, 1842, the parade ground beyond the northern 
gate was reddened with the blood of 197 of our countrymen who had been cast ashore upon the island; but 
before this massacre was over a fearful storm burst upon the scene, and raged without ceasing for more than three 
days, swelling the rivers and flooding the land, and destroying nearly 2,000 lives. An aged Chinaman remarked 
to my friend Dr. Maxwell, in allusion to the incident, “It was a black day for Formosa, that 11th of August.” 
Many other events, rio less calamitous, and of still more recent date, might be recorded of this city, which 
happened about the time of the storming of Anping, when our late and much-esteemed consul, Mr. Gibson, by 


his prompt and vigorous action, saved the lives and property of the foreign residents at the port. As we stroll 


through the parks or outer lanes of Taiwanfu, we shall discover nothing in their still and peaceful environs to 
remind us of the fierce conflicts that have raged within the city. The whole vicinage now wears an aspect of 
quiet repose, disturbed only by the drowsy hum of the produce-laden cart as it wends its way to market, or by 
the merry voices of children at play. The carts I have referred to are peculiar to the island, and I will therefore 
endeavour to describe one. The distant sound of a cart as it traverses the dry road on its drier axles, recalls, 
strange as it may appear, the full mellow tones of an organ. The whole contrivance is made of wood bound 
together with ratan. It is carried on two wheels, each a solid wooden disc of about four feet span. These 
vehicles are drawn by the huge Water buffalo, a brute alike remarkable for its sleepy aspect, its great working 
power, and for its docility among friends. But it is distrustful of strangers, and fierce, destructive and uncontrollable 
when its fury has been aroused. Then its giant horns become the most formidable and deadly weapons. Yet 
I have seen these unwieldy animals rolling in the shade with a group of children hanging about their horns, 
peering into their mouths and nostrils, or catching flies on their black, india-rubber-looking backs. 

The lanes of Taiwanfu are commonly between two cactus hedges gay with the major convolvulus, the fuchsia 
and many other wild flowers. Their blossoms show out brilliantly against the background of green, while over- 
head the bamboo rears its stately plumes and branches to form a pointed arch of shade above the path. The 
slender stems nod to every passing breeze, and fitful gleams of sunshine light up the flowers and foliage 
beneath. A scene more bright and beautiful could rarely be found. 

' No. 14, the catamaran of Formosa, is an ingeniously constructed raft for landing in rough weather on the 
western coast. At Taiwanfu, there are several miles of shallow water to be encountered before we reach the 
shore, and the sea breaks with great violence there during, at least, four months of the year. The raft is made 
of bamboos which have been bent by heating them, so that they form a slightly hollow vessel. The poles are 
lashed together with ratan, and a space, or interval, is left between each for the free passage of the water. In the 
centre of the raft a block is fixed, and in this the mast is secured. Passengers are accommodated in a tub placed 


to the rear of the mast. This tub is merely laid on the raft, without any fastening whatever; it is therefore 
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10t uncommon for the tub with its occupant to be carried off the raft and washed ashore. My own experience 
of the catamaran leads me to believe that it would be dangerous, and at times impossible, to land without it. 

No. 15 was taken on the left bank of the Han river above Swatow. The banks of this, in common with 
che other streams of China, are high above the water during the dry season, and at those times chain pumps are 
2mployed for irrigation. A pump of this sort is simple and ingenious; it consists of a long square wooden tube 
into which an endless chain is fitted, carrying a series of wooden diaphragms separated about six inches from 
zach other. The diaphragms descend over guiding rods above the tube, and return again with a rapidity sufficient 
to raise the water in a continuous stream. At its upper end the chain traverses a wheel having a series of spokes, 
or treadles, outside, and it is by working these with the foot that the chain is made to revolve. 

Bold rocks abound in and around the harbour of Amoy; inscriptions are to be seen on their most prominent 
surfaces, Plate No. 16 gives a specimen of these rock inscriptions, which usually relate to incidents of local 


history or tradition. 


- 179 - 


1 Ge 


THE NATIVES OF FORMOSA. 


HOUGH the whole island of Formosa forms part of the Fukien province of China, the aborigines 
there still occupy, as independent territory, the mountain ranges that cover the central portion of 
the island, from its northern extremity to its southernmost point, as well as the spurs of their main 
chain, which, jutting in bold, rocky headlands into the sea, to the east present a wild, rugged coast- 
line, where neither harbour nor anchorage ground, as is alleged, can be discovered. Thus, while 

the savage tribes are effectually shut in, their more civilized neighbours, who have driven them from the fertile plains 


on the west to seek shelter. in their mountain fastnesses and forests, have never yet succeeded in their furtive efforts 
to advance. There are still, however, several aboriginal tribes, who dwell in what we may properly term Chinese 
ground, who are controlled to a certain extent by Chinese jurisdiction, and who are known to the natives of Amoy as 
Pepohoan, or “foreigners of the plain.” The settlements of these Pepohoan are scattered throughout the inland 
valleys and low hill-ranges at the western base of the central chain, The subjects of the illustration are taken from the 
Pepohoan of Baksa, a village about thirty miles inland from the capital, Taiwanfu, and they may be regarded as 
the most advanced types of those semi-civilized aborigines, who conform so far to Chinese customs as to have adopted 
‘the Amoy dialect, the language in use among the colonists from China. The men of Baksa wear the badge of Tartar 
conquest, the shaven head and the plaited queue, attributes of modern Chinese all over the world. The women, 
however, show a more independent spirit, and adhere to their ancestral attire, one that closely resembles in its style the 
dress of the Laos women whom I have seen in different parts of Cambodia and Siam. It will be readily perceived 
by those who have lived in China and in the Malayan Archipelago, that the features of the types here presented 
display a configuration more nearly akin to that of the Malay races who inhabit Borneo, the Straits settlements, 
and the islands of the Pacific, than to that of the Mongolian, and Tartar tribes of China. This affinity of race is 
indicated still further by the form and colour of the eyes, the costume, and by the aboriginal dialects of the people 
of Formosa. I am not aware that there is throughout the island any trace of the woolly-headed negro tribes found 
in the Philippines, on the mainland of Cochin China, in New Guinea, and elsewhere, and supposed by some to 
be the remnant of the stock from which the original inhabitants sprang. The Spanish traveller De Mas asserts 
that the negroes and the fairer races of the Polynesian Islands speak a common language, and that the Malays 
are the joint descendants of a pale-faced tribe, which at an early period overran the islands, drove the darker and 
weaker race to the hills, and retained the women for themselves. This theory would apply to all those islands 
where negro races exist; but there are many like Formosa, on which no trace of the negro can be found, and where 
the language affords clear proof of a Malayan origin. As already noticed, I have been much struck with the 
points of similarity between the Laos, the Pepohoan, and the Malays, as well as by the resemblance which all 
these races bear in common to the Miautse of China. My own observations on the last point find confirmation 
in illustrated Chinese books, and other evidence derived from Chinese sources. The Rev. Mr. Edkins is of opinion 
that the Burmese, the Laos, and the Shans are allied to the Lo Lo of China, as well as to the Li of Hainan, I 
believe that the Li are related to the Formosa aborigines, and the language of the latter leaves no doubt of their 
Malayan origin.’ “Traces of the Malay language may be found extending over seventy degrees of latitude and 200 
of longitude. In the table subjoined, I have contrasted the Formosa numerals with one or two examples taken from 
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the languages spoken in the islands of the South Pacific, and I may add, that a more extended comparison of the 
vocabularies of Formosa and the Pacific Islands only tends to prove the common origin of the whole of the races 
who people them. The relationship of these islanders to the hill-tribes of Eastern Asia would seem to point to 
that part of the world as the early home of the fair, straight-haired races who inhabit the islands from Formosa 
to New Zealand, and from Madagascar to Easter Islands. This theory would account for the total extinction 
of the negro race in the islands nearest the coast of China, as well as for the circumstance that they are still found 
in abundance in the remoter islands, such as New Guinea, where the negroes have been enabled to hold their 
own against such small numbers of pale invaders as would have been able to reach their shores. In the intermediate 
islands the blacks have been driven to the mountains and forests, and in the north they have disappeared entirely, 
and given place to the fairer and stronger race. The illustrations Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 are female, while Nos. 6 
and 7 are male heads of Pepohoan. 


NUMERALS OF FORMOSA, MAGINDANO, AND ISLANDS OF THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN. 
SamosBi TRIBE, | Banca TRIBE, Papous PHILIPPINES. 
ENGLISH. MaAtay. Formosa. Foxizosa, New ZEALAND.” pe Warciou? Bisaya.! Macinpano.> 

One satu itsa lenga tahi sai usa isa 

Two ~ dua lusa? noosa. ria doui duha. daua 
Three tigga toroo toro toru kioro told tulu 

Four ampat " sipat pa’tu wa fiak upat apat 

Five lima | lima lima rima rim lima lima 

Six anam " unam neuma ‘ono onem uniem anom 
Seven tugu pito pito wtu fik pitd petoo 
Eight d@lapan aloo nevaroo waru ‘war uald walu 
Nine sambilan siva bangato iwa siou sim seaow 
Ten sa’pulo poro porooko ngahuru samfour na’pulu sampoolu 


1 In this example, /vsa signifies “two,” while in Malay the same word means “the second day.” Throughout the above examples the numeral 
“five” is, with two exceptions, represented by /ima. The late Mr. Crawfurd has, in one of his Essays, drawn attention to the fact that ima, in some 
African dialects, signifies “hand.” , ; 

2 Gaussin, “ Du Dialecte de Tahiti,” 8c. 3 “South Sea Vocabularies,” D’Urville. 

4 Kennedy’s “ Ethnological and Linguistic Essays,” page 74. 5 Ibid. page 76. 
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IYPES OF THE PEPOROAN. 


WFR K2® MOKING is a favourite pastime among the Pepohoan of Formosa, men, women, and children 


NI 


all smoke alike. Their pipes they cut out of the nearest bamboo brake, carving and ornamenting 
them to suit their respective tastes. The pipe is their solace when labouring in the fields, and 
the companion which beguiles them when at rest. A pipe is among them as acceptable a 
love token as a jewelled ring would be with us. My readers therefore, looking at No. 9, will. 
all allow that the pipe in the lady’s mouth, which might, but for this explanation, appear a violation of good taste, 
is a characteristic as essential to her as a sunshade in summer to an English beauty. The two figures represent 
an old and a young woman of Baksa. The face of the younger is well formed and lit up with a mild and kindly - 
expression, common to her race. Time deals hardly with the old women of Baksa; they soon become haggard 
with toil and exposure, and lose all trace of the comeliness which graces their early years; but there are many 
who, like the crone in the illustration, fight a stubborn battle against fate, dressing always with neatness and 
care, and gathering their jet black and glossy hair beneath their smooth blue turban folds. All honour to these 
matrons of Baksa. Theirs isa good honest struggle in the open field against the ravaging inroads of time. 
The most battered veteran of the tribe would scorn to shield her weakness and infirmities from the enemy 
behind the earthworks of paint and powder, false fronts, or dye. The bronzed and furrowed cheek, and the 
grey locks of old age meet everywhere with respect, and would even command a safe passport through the 
territory of a hostile tribe. The short blue or white jackets with their bright coloured borders are alike in both 
figures. The custom is to bring the flap of the jacket over the left breast and to fasten it. Whereas their 
Chinese neighbours bring the upper fold of ‘the jacket over to the right and then button it. “The lower robe 
or covering of the Pepohoan women resembles the Laos lomguti, and the sarong of the Malays. The material 
is a dark blue cotton cloth. It struck me that in dress, in general appearance, and in many other points, the 
aborigines of Formosa bear a remarkable resemblance to the Laos tribes of Cambodia and Siam. 

Unlike the Chinese, the marriage ceremony of the Pepohoan is a very simple rite, indeed, the woman 
seems most decidedly (in places where Dr. Maxwell’s mission labours are unknown) to carry off the better half 
of the transaction. She it is who selects a husband to suit her own fancy. If provident she will choose a 
man noticed for his health and industry, as it will be his task to till the ground and to make himself generally 
useful in her father’s household. Should he fail to come up to her expectations, she may divorce him at any 
moment and marry anew. 

As to their religion, the fetish worship anciently practised is fast giving place before the zeal of one or two 
devoted Protestant missionaries, who have made many converts. According to their original faith the world 
has existed from eternity and will endure without end, _ They also believe in the immortality of the soul, and 
that the wicked will be punished, and the good rewarded, after death. Their chief idols are supposed to 
‘represent a male and a female spirit. The only example of their idols which I was allowed to view were in a 
house at Konganah, and were exposed to our vulgar gaze with the greatest possible reluctance. These images 
were standing against the wall of a dimly-lighted chamber, alive with spiders and festooned with cobwebs. 
The female idol looked like a stunted may-pole, with the skull of a deer fixed by the antlers to the top. The 
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stem of the pole was wreathed with withered flowers. The male idol reminded me of a child’s bamboo chair, 
it too supported a skull, as well as one or two wine-cups used in making offerings. The house in which I 
saw these idols was close to a Christian chapel which the natives were erecting for themselves. There are 
now over 1,000 native Protestants in the south of the island, and they build their own chapels, and make them 
as nearly as possible self-supporting. 

These aborigines possess no musical instruments, but they sing simple and plaintive native airs full of 
minor passages. Such melodies indeed as one would expect to find among the captive or oppressed. 

No. to shows the mode of carrying children, and the coiffure adopted by Pepohoan women of the more inland 
tribes, and among the purely savage mountaineers. 

No. 11 is a full-length type of a Baksa girl, and No. 12 represents part of the village of Lalung, where we had 
hoped to fall in with a party of savages from the mountains. The son of our host, having lost his wife, had gone 
off to the neighbouring mountains to secure another bride. He was hourly expected to return escorted by a 
party of her savage kinsmen whom the lady would command as anescort. Here, as indeed at most of the 


places visited, we were hospitably entertained. 


- 183 - 


BAMBOOS OF BAKSA. 


ALD HE bamboo is one of the most serviceable plants of Southern China, for which reason I have 
\s assigned it an important place in this work. But its uses are not confined solely to the south, 
where it grows in greatest perfection. It figures extensively in the social economy of the 
people throughout the length and breadth of the Empire. Were every other means of support 
withdrawn, except bamboos and rice, these two plants would supply the necessaries for clothing, 
habitation, and food, indeed, the bamboo alone, as I propose to show, would bear the lion’s share of the burden. 
No tending is needed for this hardy-natured plant, nor is it dainty in the choice of its locality, for it grows with 
equal vigour on the thin soil of rocky hill-sides, and in the well-tilled fields or gardens of the valleys below. 
It towers a stately clump of giant grass, one hundred feet or more in height, spreading out its leafy tops in graceful 
plumage and forming a thick, strong fence with its straight tough stems beneath, while its pale green foliage 
casts a grateful shade over the dwellings which it hedges around. The traveller, if he takes notice of the 
habitations of the Chinese, cannot fail to discover that both in the style of construction and ornamentation, 
much has originally been derived from the bamboo, as well as from the tent of nomadic life. Thus, in the 
rude homes of the villagers, the stout stems of the plant are still used for the main supports and frame-work. 
_The slender stalks are split into laths, and the leaves furnish a covering for the walls and roof. In dwellings 
of greater pretensions, and in temples where brick and mortar have been employed, the painted and gilded 
hardwood beams have been fashioned to imitate the bamboo stems. The waterways along the roof partake 
of the same type, and the white plastered panels are embellished with spirited drawings of the much-loved 
bamboo. I will now glance at the duties which this plant is made to discharge in the domestic economy of 
the dwelling. Within, hanging from the rafters, are a number of hooks of prickly bamboo, and these support 
pieces of dried pork and such-like provision. There are rats about, but the prickles threaten with their chevaux 
de frise, and recall the motto of Scotland to the mind—*“ Nemo me impune lacessit.”. In one corner are a waterproof 
coat and hat, each wrought out of leaves of bamboo which overlap like the plumage of a bird. Elsewhere we see 
agricultural implements, principally fashioned out of bamboo, and indeed, except the deal top of the table, the 
furniture of this simple abode is all of the same material. The fishing-net, the baskets of diverse shapes, the 
paper and pens (never absent, even from the humblest houses), the grain-measures, the wine-cups, the water- 
ladles, the chop-sticks, and finally the tobacco-pipes, all are of bamboo. The man who dwells there is feasting 
on the tender shoots of the plant, and if you ask him, he will tell you that his earliest impressions came to 
him through the basket-work of his bamboo cradle, and that his latest hope will be to lie beneath some bamboo 
brake on a cool hill-side. The plant is also extensively used in the sacred offices of the Buddhist temples. 
Strangely contorted bits of bamboo root are set up in the shrine. The most ancient Buddhist classics were cut 
on strips of bamboo. The divination sticks, and the case which contains them, are manufactured out of its stem, 
while the courts outside the temple are fanned and sheltered by its nodding plumes. 

It is impossible, in a volume such as this, to enumerate all the varied uses to which the bamboo is applied, 
or to form an estimate of its value to the inhabitants of China. Thus much, however, I may unhesitatingly 
affirm, that so multifarious are the duties which the bamboo is made to discharge, and so wide-spread are 
the benefits which it confers upon the Chinese, as to render it beyond all others the most useful plant in 


the empire. 
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